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The Jib Sheet
December 2022                Newsletter of the Rochester Canoe Club

Commodore’s
Column

Tom Lee

I hope everyone got as much enjoyment as I did 
at the club in the past year.  I'm already missing 
it, chomping at the bit for the next season.  If you 
have any ideas to improve or augment fun 
opportunities at the club, feel free to converse 
with any of the board members.  We have a 
great board for next season:

Mary Ellen Brown – Vice Commodore
Andy Heyer – Rear Commodore
Kevin Lofftus – Harbor Master
Diane Ahlman – Purser
John Gorton – Secretary
Steve Powers – Thistle Fleet Captain
Kira Munger – Sunfish Fleet Captain
Jean Blasdell – JY15 Fleet Captain 

 Chris Dexter – Director at Large
Doug Kaukeinen – Director at Large
Graham Leonard – Director at Large
Rosemarie Wolf – Director at Large
John Powers – Past Commodore

 me – Commodore
  

Feeling like you would like to be more involved 
with any operations of the club?  Whether 
applying skills you have or even wishing to build 
some new skills, there are lots of opportunity.  
All varieties of maintenance can be useful, 
gardening, painting, electrical, mechanical, boat 
maintenance or an extra pair of hands to 
accomplish all the tasks it takes to keep the 
grounds and operating and attractive.  Don't be 
shy, ask any of the board members how you 
would like to apply your skills or build some 
skills.

One of the best activities that was initiated this 
year was the Monday evening Sunfish practices 
led by Kira and Graham.  I didn't avail myself an 
opportunity to get out, but I had lots of feedback 
on how excellent it was.  But, I did take out a 
club fish (for the first time ever) on a nice 
Sunday afternoon and went racing.  Didn't even 
finish last my first race!  I did the second race 
when I learned the lack of momentum a fish has 
one yard from the finish line I stopped dead in 
the water and two boats passed me, oh well, 
lesson learned.  Some coaching wouldn't be a 
bad idea. Had fun just the same!   Anybody 
have suggestions for dinghy pants or shorts?  I 
find 3 hours on a fish was rough on my butt!

See you all next season. 
HAVE A HAPPY HOLIDAY!
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Vice Commodore’s Report
Mary Ellen Brown

We had amazing events this year that we had very good turnouts for. Many thanks to the events 
committee. Everyone was all in on planning and delivering quality to the members. Committee 
members are Andy Heyer, Trish Reinhardt, Ellen Pfeiffer, and Rosemarie Wolf. The current plan for 
2023 is to host the same events. Please reach out to me if you are interested in assisting.

The safety and markset boat assignment system that was implemented through Signup.com 
seemed to work well and my plan is to continue using the same system in 2023. We definitely 
needed folks to fill 2 slots and thank you to those who did. I appreciated the folks who were on 
standby to fill empty slots, however, in the end, we hardly had to use them in an emergency 
capacity. 

Thanks to everyone who puts their heart and soul into running RCC. The grounds look fabulous 
and are getting better with every project. Membership is consistent and we will continue to work to 
make RCC a great place. We run really good regattas – In 2022 we ran the Sunfish Regionals and 
Thistle Fall Frontier. The sailing was very fun this year with beautiful weather and good wind. Our 
sailing school was well received. All and all, it was a good season and I look forward to next year. 

Boats In Day
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Rochester Canoe Club Membership Committee
Andy Heyer 

Greetings from the Membership team.  Although the club is shut down for the season, there is ample 
opportunity to promote the club with your friends and coworkers. You all know what an incredible 
activity sailing can be for any age.  Confidence and community are just a few of the countless 
benefits to sailing and being a member at the RCC.  Spread the word!  As we gather indoors over 
the next few months with friends and family, share your Canoe Club Experience. 

Several comments and suggestions were made this year on our membership program and how we 
integrate new members into the club.  Our new process has become streamlined and efficient.  As 
with anything new, it takes a few seasons to reflect and revise to see if we are providing a positive 
experience for people joining the club.  As we move forward we will incorporate a couple of the 
suggestions that were presented this year.  One glaring issue was failing to announce to the 
membership a prospective members’ acceptance.  Moving forward we will put up a short bio of new 
members.  We are also putting together a mentoring program.  Essentially assigning a member(s) to 
be a guide to help the new member find their pathway as well as becoming an active member. (See 
Heidi Riegel If interested)  Please continue to put forth your suggestions and concerns to the 
directors on the board 

The past several years as Membership Chair have been extremely rewarding.  Our club has an 
incredible community and introducing so many to this place has been an honor.  We are stewards of 
this historic property.  It is up to our group to continue enhancing and improve all facets of the club.  
Most importantly is finding long term members who are committed to our self help model and the 
incredible sailing and racing that goes with it. It is time for a change on this Committee and I am 
hoping those who are as passionate as I am about this place will step up and take on this role.    
Please consider helping out.
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RCC Grounds/ Rear Commodore
 Andrew Heyer 

Heading into the winter season brings a welcome break from the club operation.  Although we have 
closed up the doors for the season we have managed to sneak a few projects in at the end.  We 
replaced both pole lights (sailing yard/ boats racing shed area) with LED fixtures.  The boat yard light 
is on motion and the racing shed boat area will be dusk to dawn but has a switch on the pole to turn 
off if you are camping etc.  We also installed new lights at the garage door and the double doors to 
the patio.  These wall sconces provide very subtle, ambient light and are also on switches.  All have 
enhanced the safety and security of the club. 

                                        

                                         

We were also able to get some new plants in along the beach. This was a project that was super 
successful with all the plants being donated by members and hopefully when established will provide 
a barrier to geese, control erosion and add an aesthetic appeal to the waterfront.    
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University of Rochester Sailing Club
Class of 2023

Vice Commodore, Sailing Club - Alex Trokel

  

The past two years have been a huge success for the Sailing Club!  It quickly became clear 
that a lot of people missed the thrill of trying new things, meeting new people, and being out on the 
water after nearly 2 years of COVID restrictions. This fall semester we had almost 40 committed 
members ranging in skill level, experience, and class year. We’ve been very fortunate to hire a 
recent graduate, Hugh Rider, as our coach this semester before he moved on to pursue his career 
as a Naval officer in late October. Hugh’s existing close relationship with the team and vast sailing 
knowledge made him an invaluable member of our team. His leadership was crucial for running 
practices, teaching beginners, and rescuing out of control boats. In addition to Hugh’s work, we took 
several other steps to accommodate our large influx of new sailors. We instated attendance rules in 
which we require everyone to commit to attending at least one practice a week or risk getting cut 
from the team. We did this in order to ensure that everyone is constantly improving and the team 
was not held back by those who were unwilling to put in the time and effort. We also plan to hold 
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winter chalk talks in order to continue improving even when we cannot sail. Topics will include 
starting strategies, rules, boat speed, and tactics. We also emphasized learning to skipper this year. 
Although they are not yet race ready, nearly a dozen people can now skipper up and down the bay. 
Lastly, we participated in the frostbiting series with the RCC sunfish sailors. These short races were a 
great opportunity to practice competitive starts, buoy rounding, tactics, and rules. All these things 
combined led to great improvements among all our sailors. Additionally, we are incredibly grateful for 
the relationship we have with RCC. Their hospitality and willingness to help us out is truly 
extraordinary.  Whether it was repairing boats, running races, including us in frostbiting, or sharing 
extra food, their members have gone above and beyond for our team. The success of our club is only 
possible with their continued support. 

Outside of Rochester, we’ve had a very exciting and busy regatta season. Our first regatta 
was the classic Battle of Lake Erie hosted by Gannon University. Wearing matching purple shorts, 
this was a great opportunity to shake off the rust. We then traveled to the Cazenovia Fall Open 
hosted by Syracuse. Since this regatta was so close, we were able to bring many sailors who had 
never attended a regatta before. Several members also came along to cheer us on even if they did 
not sail. The Nittany Lion Open was hosted by our friends at RIT this year due to scheduling 
difficulties. Despite windy and chilly conditions, we placed second and took home a beautiful 
handmade trophy. We earned a berth at the Luce Regatta hosted by Washington College in 
Maryland due to our performance at these three qualifying events. This year there was not much 
sailing due to low winds, but the time was occupied by hammocking, a trip to the farmers market, 
socializing with other schools, card games, and even a trip into Washington DC for the evening. 
Although we did not advance to the War Memorial Regatta, this was a great opportunity to sail with 
some of the best collegiate sailors in the northeast and make some great memories along the way. In 
the spring we look forward to competing in more regattas and hosting our own (The Rochester Club 
Open). 

Our team is looking great, and we can only go uphill from here! That being said, we are in the 
process of looking for a new coach. Sadly, Hugh is officially moving onto bigger things in the Navy. 
Having a coach is important not only for the success of the team, but to keep everyone safe - it’s also 
a boatload of fun! We are looking for someone who is free on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays for 
four hours each day. If you or someone you know is interested, please don’t hesitate to reach out!

With all that being said, we’ve had an extremely successful season and are looking forward to 
what’s to come! 
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Many of you may or may not know that George Harris was the founding force behind the origin of the 
Rochester Canoe Club in 1881. But that was not what made this man famous in Rochester. He has 
been referred to as Rochester’s Henry David Thoreau and as Rochester’s most capable amateur 
historian. The Senecas, who made him an honorary member of the Wolf Clan, called him Pathfinder.

 

George Henry Harris
Founder of the Rochester Canoe Club

Mark Weider

George was born in West Greece in 1843.  
His father was in the lumber business, so 
they moved often with stops in Charlotte, 
Rochester, Hinsdale, Buffalo, and Green 
Bay, Wisc. When he was a young lad, the 
family lived on the hill overlooking the 
Genesee River at the present site of the U 
of R.  George spent many hours in and 
on the river and following Indian trails 
through the woods.


It was not unusual for Indians to 
occasionally seek shelter at the Harris 
homestead. One night an older Indian 
showed George how to attach a spear 
point that he had found to a shaft and 
made him a bow and arrow.

But what really led to his enthusiasm for 
the Native Americans was an incident on 
the Genesee River. One spring, when the 
river was at flood stage, two or three 
young Indians were adrift in the river 
without paddles and heading down river 
towards the rapids. (There were rapids 
north of U of R in the days before the 
dam and hydroelectric plant down near 
490.)


George managed to run to the river, throw a spear with line through the front of the canoe and pull 
the canoe to safety. The older boy in the canoe, about George’s age, was Tall Chief’s son, Onoto.  
One outcome of this was that Onoto would spend time at the Harris home and George would spend 
time at Tall Chief’s encampment on Irondequoit Bay. As a result, both boys taught each other their 
languages. 
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At the age of 13, the family moved to Green Bay, Wisconsin where he became an expert with the 
rod and line, rifle and canoe.  At 15, he was an apprentice to a watch maker for 3 years.  He 
returned to Rochester in 1861 at 18 years old and had a brief military career as a student at Pierce’s 
Military Academy and as a sergeant in the 54th Regiment in Elmira. It doesn’t look like he saw any 
real action in the Civil War.

After the war, he headed out west to places like Cheyenne, Omaha and St. Joe, where he was in 
contact with such tribes as the Omahas, Poncas, Shawnees, Kiowas, Crow, and Sioux while he 
worked as a railway mail clerk.

In 1869 at age 26, after a severe illness, he came back to Rochester and studied surveying and 
landscaping.  In 1872 at 29, he married Julie Hughes, a local school principal, and they moved to 
Peterboro, Ontario. He worked on laying out a cemetery in Peterboro and later was superintendent 
of the Elmwood Cemetery in Detroit.

In 1877 at the age of 34, he returned to Rochester for good and got a job as manager of the 
Reynold’s Arcade, an early type of indoor mall on Main Street.  Once here, he focused on the early 
inhabitants and white pioneers in the Genesee Country.  His collection of Indian relics, books and 
manuscripts became extensive.  He wrote the first 15 chapters of William F. Peck’s Semi-Centennial 
History of Rochester covering the early aboriginal and pioneer history of Rochester. He became in 
demand as a lecturer and writer on aboriginal and local history.

The volume and accuracy of his research and artifact collection earned him the respect of the 
Indians and he became their advisor, confidant and friend. In 1889 the Senecas gave him the name 
“Pathfinder”

Oh, and he also had time to establish two canoe clubs (one of which is the Rochester Canoe Club 
and the other is a mystery and is gone) and helped organized the Reynolds Library, an early public 
library.

George was not a very healthy man and suffered some sort of malady since his youth. He died in 
October 1893 at the age of 50.

Look for him in the photographs that line our hallway. I think he would be a very interesting club 
member to talk to on a Thursday night cookout.

Source: Rochester History, The search for Rochester’s Earliest Inhabitants, On the trail with George 
Harris, The Pathfinder, January and April, 1982
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2022 Sunfish Season Wrap-Up
Adam Gesner

This season was a strong one for Sunfish. With 45 unique sailors over 111 races the fleet was out in 
full force. This was up from 40 people over 106 races last season. Congrats to Dom Simonetti for 
winning the Overall series. While he broke his streak of winning every race he had sailed at RCC 
(he sailed one weekend last season and won all the races!), Dom had a spectacular season. I 
(Adam Gesner) finished 2nd overall, and Graham Leonard finished 3rd. Along with finishing 4th 
overall, Kira Munger sailed the most races competing in 77 out of the 111 this season. Due to the 
way we score races, nearly everyone who qualified this year had their overall score decrease 
compared to last season. The outlier was again Kira Munger, who improved from .603-.687.

The Spring season was won by Dom Simonetti with Steve Powers in second and Mark Weider in 
third. The Summer season was won by Doug Kaukeinen, with Dom in second and me (Adam 
Gesner) in third. The Fall season was won by Graham Leonard with Roy Ingham in second and 
Steve Powers in third. 

We had 8 people sail Sunfish this year who never raced Sunfish at RCC last year. Of these 8 
sailors, 6 were new to sailing at RCC as a whole. This growth is great, from bringing in U of R 
sailors and new club members, the Sunfish fleet is growing at a significant pace. 

Again this year, spearheaded by Kira and Graham, the Monday night practice sessions were 
continued. I want to thank all the volunteers who drove mark set boats such as Mary Ellen Brown, 
as well as Tim and Natalie Hammer who all helped out so that the Sunfish could get more practice 
time in on Monday nights. I want to give a big thanks to Kira Munger, who will be taking over as 
Sunfish Fleet Captain next year. Last but not least, thank you to all of the Sunfish Sailors this 
season. I can’t wait to see you all on the starting line next year.

St
an
di
ng
s
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Thistle Fleet Season
Steve Powers

Well as I’m writing this in a house that is fully decorated for the Christmas season it is hitting me 
that the 2022 sailing season is officially over.  Looking back at the season that the Thistle fleet had, 
there was a lot of good.  Compared to the past few years everything looked much more normal, 
with lots of Thistle sailing both at RCC as well as area regattas.

The season started off with the typical spring series of regattas with a chunk of sailors traveling 
around to the Seneca Yacht Club and Saratoga Sailing Club for their spring regattas.  Each of 
these regattas had people from our fleet competing in the top of the fleets as they always do!  After 
the spring regattas the traveling season cooled off a bit which allowed us to make sure we were 
sailing on Sundays down on the bay.  There was a small core group of people that really tried to 
make sure that we had the boats we needed to get out and race.  Even with the extremely low 
water, we really tried to make sure we sailed as long as we could.  Thanks to the Bakers dolly we 
were able to team up and get everyone’s boats in and out of the water without too much of an 
issue.  I will say though, pulling a Thistle up the beach is a lot harder than pulling the Sunfish!  I will 
not be complaining when the water level comes back up.

In total for 2022, the fleet had 48 races with a total of 5 people qualifying, but a total of 11 different 
boats on the line.  We got to see the entire range of conditions and often got a lot of really tight 
races with many different people winning races.  I would like to congratulate Eric Gesner for 
winning the 2022 Thistle overall title!  He was a very consistent sailor, and he would often invite 
newbies onto his boat to try not only sailing in a thistle, but sailing in general.

As we move onto next year I think one of our main goals is to re-build the fleet.  Since the sunfish 
boom of 2020 the Thistle fleet has struggled a little bit.  While we are able to get our core group to 
get out and race, often times we are double handing, which can get a bit tricky for new people.  I 
would love to see the fleet grow and see some people try out a Thistle that haven’t previously.  If 
you are interested in crewing (or even skippering), just reach out and I’m sure we can arrange it!

For those of you that are in the Thistle fleet, keep a look out for a note about a winter meeting.  I 
would like to plan to have one of those fairly early next year where we can talk about ways to try to 
grow our fleet as well as elect a new fleet captain.

Rank Sailor Score

1st Eric Gesner 0.841

2nd Don Stehle 0.782

3rd Steve Powers 0.633

4th Doc Gates 0.621

5th Bill Bradburn 0.531

2022 Overall Results
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Sunfish Frostbiting
Judy Gesner

The frostbiting season was short this year, but definitely sweet!

Oct. 30 – air temp 70°, no wind, no wind, no wind – then a beautiful thermal! 19 boats, 9 races. RC: 
Jim and Patty and Jackie. Markset/Safety boat: Mary Ellen Brown and Bill Dexter. Windward 
leewards, once or twice around, with 2 windward marks – so the RC can choose the best one for the 
current wind direction.

Nov. 6 – air temp close to 70° again, no breeze again, then another thermal! I think we had better 
thermals this fall than we did in May and June – weird! 19 boats, 7 races. RC: Jim and Patty, Jackie, 
Sara and Chris Connelly (the nice weather was definitely a draw!). Markset/Safety boat: Mary Ellen 
and Bill.

Nov. 13 – welcome to REAL frostbiting! Air temp in the low 40s to high 30s with a brisk northwest 
wind. RC: Jim and Jackie, Safety boat: Bill Dexter and Doc Gates. 9 boats – 4 UofR boats, Adam 
home from RIT, Kira and Alex Eiffert. Ralph and Judy were the only masters sailors, by a long shot! 
Only 4 races  – nobody complained – it was the frostbiting-est frostbiting we’ve had in several years.

Many thanks to: Jim T who keeps us organized, and the rest of the RC for running 20(!) post-season 
races, to the Markset/Safety boat crews whose presence make it much easier for the RC and give 
the sailors a safety net if conditions get dicey. Many thanks as well to Chris Connelly and his “Harbor 
Master Committee” for leaving the boats in post-workday, so the frostbiters can extend their racing 
season by a few weeks!
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ROC CITY SAILING Learn to Sail Program
Ralph Simpson

As the Canadian water polo players from Newfoundland that I play with would say, RCS 2022 was a “BEST 
KIND” season!
 
best kind: (n) Newfoundland phrase indicating general approval; in the best state or condition. 
https://encounternewfoundland.com/newfinese-101-words-and-phrases-youre-likely-to-hear-on-the-rock/

The Team:
RCS Board Members (the business planners, organizers, facilitators) – Tara Shedlosky, Dan Blasdell, Jim 
Malecki, Dan Fien, Ralph Simpson

RCS Sailing Instructors (the ones who make it happen!) – Adam Gesner, Natalie Hammer, Wyatt Williams, 
Steve Rozella, Heidi Reigel, Noah Beasley

RCS Volunteers and Supporters (the ones we can’t do without!) - Jean Blasdell, Jim and Pat Tompkins, Tim 
Hammer, Alex Wirth, Mark Weider, Tom Lee, Joe Guzinski, Judy Gesner, Sara Gesner, Bob Ellison, Bill 
Dexter, Stephanie Benway (City of Rochester), Chris Widmaier (Rochester Ecology Partners), RCC Board, 
all the friends of RCS that participated in the March 10, Sheffield Tavern Fundraiser, grants from the Ralph C. 
Wilson Foundation, Wegmans, Corning, Tops,  … the list is long … see more here … https://
roccitysailing.org/our-sponsors/

The 2022 Program:
RCS operations started in June with a Clean-Repair-Maintain workday on the RCC Club Sunfish. Our week 
long, half-day, learn to sail classes started the last week of June. Eight classes, 90 students (80% youth) with 
27 scholarships awarded to Rochester City School District students to participate as part of the joint RCS-
City of Rochester Urban Youth Sailing Program. 

https://encounternewfoundland.com/newfinese-101-words-and-phrases-youre-likely-to-hear-on-the-rock/
https://roccitysailing.org/our-sponsors/
https://roccitysailing.org/our-sponsors/
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Another part of the Urban Youth Sailing Program was four Saturday afternoon Urban Youth Adventure Sails in 
August.  Thirty-five city school students received scholarships to spend the afternoon taking a Flying Scot 
cruise on the Bay followed by shore and land exploration of the RCC property.  All with a focus on the 
environment, water, land, wetlands, animals, plants, challenges, stewardship and of course a little sailing and 
water safety education. 

Through the months of July, August and September Noah Beasley managed most of the private sailing 
lessons (20), and Small Group Sails (3) with a little help from Mark Weider and Ralph Simpson.  The RCS 
Flying Scot and the RCC club JY’s and Sunfish were put to good use! 

RCS facilitated and attended several events to promote Roc City Sailing and the Rochester Canoe Club during 
the summer.  The Brighton Summer Camp Expo in March, the Adirondack Outdoor Expo in June, RCS Open 
house at RCC in June, RCS Alumni Day in July and the City of Rochester Maplewood Park Outdoor Expo in 
July. 

It has been a great season!  Our team of sailing instructors received an average 9.5 out of 10 for overall 
satisfaction from participants!  Plans for 2023 will leverage that success with similar key elements: 

❖ Apply for another Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation Grant 
❖ Continue and improve the Urban Youth Learn to Sail and Adventure Sail Programs 
❖ Add a Bridge to Racing / Race Clinic class  
❖ Double the size of the RCS Board of Directors 
❖ Please talk to us if interested in exploring this opportunity to give back to the Community 
❖ Increase fund raising activities 
❖ Used Sail donations, T-shirt sales, Gala fund raising event 1Q2023 

So … Please consider joining the team as a Board member, sailing instructor, part time instructor, volunteer, 
financial supporter, … purchase an RCS T-shirt!  Every little bit helps us achieve;  
 
Our mission “To educate and facilitate the sport of sailing for the Greater Rochester Community in a safe, fun, 
and affordable environment.” 
 
Our vision … “Sailing for all that wish to learn.” 

Have fun sailing the Bay! 
Ralph and the Roc City Sailing Team 
https://roccitysailing.org/ 

https://roccitysailing.org/
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From the Editor ~

As much as I’ve enjoyed publishing The Jib Sheet over the past several years, this will be my last 
publication. I want to thank all the members who have made my job easy by contributing many 
interesting and educational articles. A special thank you to Judy Gesner who has offered to take 
over as editor going forward.

Happy Holidays to All 

Lynda Bryant
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