
The Jib Sheet December 2020 1
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Thanksgiving was not that long ago. One of the 
things I am thankful for is that there is light on the 
horizon of this dark year. What a year it has 
been. We've all lived it and no one wants to relive 
it, so I'm not going to review it. May we never 
have another like it. I know that as I write this, 
and as you read this, we are not out of the woods 
yet and challenges remain. But the end is finally 
in sight. As far as Club activities go, it looks 
probable that by boats out day 2021, we will be 
back to our normal set of activities and 
challenges. It was exciting to have so many in the 
Sunfish fleet this year, but also sad to have the 
Thistle and JY-15 fleets dry docked. I hope that 
the Radio Control Laser fleet will be a 
permanent addition to our racing opportunities. 
When it becomes clear exactly when life will truly 
return to normal, I will work with the Vice and the 
board to plan a special social celebration to mark 
a new beginning.

Commodore’s
Column

John Powers

In spite of the obvious challenges, we used the 
time to make improvements to the Club. In any 
other year, the construction of the first-floor ADA 
compliant bathroom and break wall on the south 
beach would have caused major disruption. 
Though we had very few private events, we were 
able to host a state health department approved 
Sunfish regatta and even a small wedding! John 
Walsh's daughter was married on August 1st and 
he wrote: "We had an awesome wedding 
celebration for Emily and Mike. What a great 
location we all share."

I don't want to take anyone else's words or steal 
their thunder, so I'll leave it at that. Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and 
Hanukkah. See you all next year!

~ John

Vice 
Commodore’s

Report
Tom Lee

It appears many of our members were able to 
enjoy the club and the Bay, despite our 
unprecedented year. Most enjoying the Sunfish 
racing and some recreational uses of the club, 
such as, swimming, kayak / canoeing. Not all of 
us are Sunfish sailors, me for instance. But I did 
enjoy operating the mark-set boats and the few 
times I joined the RC on the Phyllis K. The racing 
was a feast for the eyes for us spectators up 
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close in those circumstances. Thanks to the Sunfish fleet for putting on great performances. I especially 
enjoyed watching the improvement in skills across the board in all our sailors
I wasn't entirely idle when it came to racing. The RC Laser Fleet was a blast, being close to shore with the 
very fickle wind made for a challenge. I certainly learned to watch the water for signs of air movement and 
pressure, much better. 
I also took advantage of Jim Malecki's O'Day 22, racing over at Newport YC. I helmed, Kevin Lofftus was 
the strategist, Jim crewed. We put the skills developed for buoy racing at RCC to excellent use. We won all 
the races we entered, except for one, in which we took second place. It wasn't because of a lack of skill by 
the competition, either. We went up against Liam Faudree (Youth Instructor at RYC and pro sailor) on 
October 3rd.  We took 1st that day, also. Liam was very gracious with his congratulations and back on shore, 
a real sportsman!
I'm looking forward to planning our usual events, at some point in 2021. We cannot predict when those 
events can actually take place, but the vaccines will be available not too far in the future. Hopefully we'll 
have the GREATEST, BEST EVER, STUPENDOUS  distribution plan the world has ever seen.
In the meanwhile stay safe, keep strong, see you in the Spring.   

~ Tom

Sunfish Fleet Report
Adam Gesner

Despite unusual circumstances we had an 
amazing turnout for Sunfish sailing all year. 
Last year 27 boats sailed and 8 of those 
qualified. This year, 44 boats sailed 152 
Races, and of those 44, 19 boats qualified. 
This obviously came at the expense of the 
Thistle and JY season, but at least we were 
able to make the best out of a bad situation. 
I want to give a massive thanks to 
everybody who helped out running races 
this year, both the race committee, and the 
mark set volunteers organized by Tom Lee. 
Frostbiting recently ended with a total of 21 races over 3 weeks. This was made possible in part because the 
committee boat was left in this fall. Having the safer, more stable boat was an upgrade for this year as 
opposed to the small aluminum boat from last year. Again, a big thanks to the race committee of Jim 
Tompkins, and Jackie Ingham, as well as all of the mark set volunteers. Jim’s style is to run many short races, 
and averaging 7 races a day certainly did that. Sunfish racing this summer definitely helped to keep me sane, 
as well as I’m sure many of you. I hope the season next year will look a lot more normal.

~ Adam
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The Rochester Canoe Club, was 
organized in 1881 “to unite the 
amateur  canoeists  of Rochester for 
the purpose of pleasure, health,  
exploration and historical research: 
by means of meetings, camping, 
paddling, sailing, racing and foot-
journeys, and by keeping logs of 
voyages, records of waterways and 
routes, details, drawings and 
collection of maps, books and 
objects of special interest.”( Sunday 
Morning Herald, Rochester, Oct 1, 
1882).  That’s a lot to live up to!!

This article goes on to describe the 
first cruise of the Genesee River in 
October, 1882 of two canoes and 
several club members. That trip 
started at Silver Lake, with a portage 
to the Genesee River, and ended 
near Oak Hill (the current U of R). 
The log of this trip is long and 
detailed and may someday be 
copied, but not now.

Instead, I have copied the following 
newspaper report from the
 Union and Advertiser newspaper of 
1896 which shows that these 
gentlemen were adventurous and 
somewhat fun-loving.

The Annual Cruise – 1896
	Mark Weider
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Annual Cruise
Rochester Canoe Club Starts for the Upper River

A Four Day’s Trip on the Genesee

From Portage to Rochester
Rules and Regulations – Names of the Officers, Common Sailors and the Canoes they Sail In.

The members of the Rochester Canoe Club started this afternoon on their annual river trip. The itinerary 
prepared for the journey follows:
• Wednesday – Leave W.N.Y.&P. railway station, Rochester, at 4 p.m. Stop overnight at the Bristol House, 

Portageville.
• Thursday – Leave Portageville at 8 a.m. by train for Lewis Switch, where we take to the river. Dinner at Tom 

Marsh’s, St. Helena (somewhere in the Letchworth Gorge). Stop overnight at the Scoville House, Mt. Morris. 
• Friday – Leave Mt. Morris at 8 a.m. Lunch en route. Arrive at the Big Tree Inn in Geneseo in the evening. 
• Saturday - Leave Geneseo at 8 a.m. Lunch en route.  Arrive at Allen & Carson’s Sanitarium, Avon in the 

evening.
• Sunday – Leave Avon at 8 a.m.  Dinner at Cargill House, Scottsville.  Arrive at the Genesee Canoe Club 

house about 7 p.m.

The fleet consists of the following canoes: Estelle, Captain Al. T. Brown, Dr. F.A. Smith; Going, F.F. Andrews, 
H.M. Stewart; Skipper, Cort. Avery, Avery B. Dodge; Fawn, C. H. Moody, T.A. Ryan; Squire, William H. Burtis, 
P.P. Dickinson; It Floats, Robert B. Mimmack, E. Smith Boardman; Governor of North Carolina, C. B. Wolters, 
C. D. Martin; Governor of South Carolina, William C. Powers, John Plummer; Zepha, F.L. Dodgson, Wallace F. 
Hanvey; Tommy Atkins, Lee Richmond, E. F. Pillow. (10 canoes)
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The following are the rules and regulations for the trip:

• The first and second mate shall assist the captain in 
avoiding work.

• The pilot shall be responsible for the condition of the river, 
and the weather, and shall intimately become acquainted 
with all the rocks in the river.

• The fleet surgeon shall equip himself with $7 worth of court 
plaster, a complete set of surgical instruments, salve and 
medicine at his own expense; he shall be expected to mend 
everything except canoes and morals.

• The purser shall get all the money the outfit has – honestly 
if he can – but he shall get it.

• The sergeant-at-arms shall inflict punishment, as described hereafter on all prisoners turned over to him 
by the delinquency court.

• The boatswain’s mate shall do all the boatswain’s work, wait on the mess, pipe the prisoners up from 
below twice a day, and the rest of the time think.

• The lookouts shall never sleep, but keep their eyes on the purser all the time; they shall direct anyone 
who walks in their sleep, and shall at once call up the boatswain’s mate, who shall call up everybody else, 
while the sergeant-at-arms nails the culprit’s can to the bedpost.

• The canoe carpenter and his assistants shall mend all damaged canoes, but shall in no wise interfere 
with the surgeon in the discharge of his duties.

• The steward shall touch the button, and the steward’s mate shall do the rest. 

• The submarine diver shall be expected to furnish suitable tackle for raising sunken canoes and jack pots.

• The common sailor shall take and obey all orders from his superiors, carry all the dunnage when on land, 
and offer to do things that his superiors do not think to ask him.

• Any officer or common sailor convicted by the delinquency court of mutiny (pronounced mutton-y) shall 
have a ring put through his nose and chained to the deck and shall go 
without grog for thirty-seven minutes.

•It shall be considered mutiny for any officer below the rank of pilot to call 
canoe carpenter’s assistants “Chips”.

 I think these guys knew how to have fun!  I believe this was an annual trip 
for many years.  
To think that this was all set up without cell phones. 

    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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After more than 35 years of continuous service to 
RCC on race committee boats, mostly as the 
principal race officer, Phyllis Kaukeinen decided 
that spring of 2020 was time to retire. "Race 
committee boats" (plural) is not a typo. Phyllis wore 
down 2 boats and was working on her third.  This 
record is unlikely to ever be broken in any capacity, 
except possibly by Joe, who concurrently worked 
behind the scenes to keep the boats, docks, 
clubhouse, and grounds in good working 
order. Lawrence Jones came up with the idea of 
naming the committee boat in Phyllis' honor and 
the board of governors readily agreed. The annual 
meeting was held outdoors on the east lawn on a 
beautiful late September afternoon. The committee 
boat sat on the hard, all prepped for her 
christening. Doug made sure that his parents were 
present, as was his sister, Kimberly. At the 
conclusion of the business portion of the meeting, 
Commodore John Powers asked Phyllis and Joe to 
come up. He paid them both tribute and read a 
poem he had written for the occasion. At the 
conclusion of which, Lawrence unveiled the new 
name, "THE PHYLLIS K."

The Christening of the Phyllis K
John Powers

At a club named Canoe, sailors put in.
They are eager to battle each other in wind.

But for naught it would be with no lass to site 
breeze.

They would long from the shore with their sheets all 
at ease.

Their faces forlorn and their spirits dejected
With no course to sail on, no mettle to be tested.

Alas, it’s not so,
a heroine arose long ago.

A lady of stature, valor, and grit
She plied all the wakes for our benefit.

Week after week and year after year
She captained her boat like a French brigadier

For how long? No one remembers
Not even the oldest of members.

But in the heat of July with shifts and boat wakes 
galore
To the snows of November, too cold for this 
commodore

She stuck fast to her post setting course after 
course
Truer than true whether light or gale force

Once in a while, zephyrs caused fits,
That’s the only time she regularly quits.

In winter a tin boat was used in place of the 
pontoon.

Who kept them both running slicker than slick? Joe 
did, her bridegroom.

Now she’s retired from her post on the bay
But none will forget that her boat is the Phyllis K.

Ceremonial Dedication Poem 
By John Powers

Kaukeinen Family (L to R)

Joe, Phyllis, Doug and Kim 
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Why I love sailing, and why do you?
David Drushler

Variety... Old vs. New, Fast vs. Slow, Big vs. Small, Cruise vs. Race.... These are not necessarily why I 
thought I loved sailing most of my life, at least not until these past few years with more opportunities and 
reflection. Variety may not be the first thing you think of, but ask yourself how much we all benefit, learn and 
appreciate from diversifying. These past few years, being a member at RCC, SBYC, and RFA, allowed me to 
sail many different boats, including larger PHRF boats, Ideal 18’s and Melges dinghies, not to mention 
Sunfish, JY15s and Thistles (and don't get me started on different types of 'fixer-uppers' in my dinghy 
collection that has grown out of control). Because of variety, I’ve watched my skills improve tenfold.

CRUISE vs. RACE… For myself, I first loved sailing for the racing  - PHRF out of OOYC and K-boats out of 
Camp Cory in the 70's and 80's. After learning on K-boats, and sailing a rowing dinghy on Oak Orchard 
Creek, I did not have much other dinghy experience again until adulthood.  As a kid, it was all about racing 
my parents Pearson 30 in a small fleet of PHRF boats out in cow-tipping country. Sailing to me then was 
about racing keel boats. Next, I discovered cruising, as Lake Ontario on a keel boat with an inboard offered 
many summer vacation destinations in two countries. So, the question to you is, have you done both racing 
and cruising? Which do you prefer and why?

BIG vs. SMALL... "small boats make the Sailor, big boats get all the glory!" If you are a dinghy sailor, and 
when you hopefully get on bigger boats, you will most likely find this saying to be true, and also vice versa. 
As most sailors would agree the fundamentals of sailing are best learned sailing dinghies. However, there is 
also much to be learned on big boats. The importance of solid teamwork can’t be emphasized enough and 
this is accomplished through effective communication among diverse personalities. It's usually not that hard 
to get on big boats, just need to be outgoing. Hit the docks wearing proper sailing gear and good beer, and 
be prepared to be turned away. Hopefully, this may occur only a few times before getting a ride. For small 
boats, it’s a bit harder, but it might be the same advice minus the beers. In general, at least locally, there 
seems to be a divide between dinghy and keelboat sailors. This seems unfortunate.  But I’d like to think that it 
may be due to time and money demands more than anything else (which may be the true enemy of this 
utopian "Variety" we’re exploring here).

FAST vs. SLOW... This doesn't necessarily need to be the same as new vs. old, but rather could be about 
your reaction time and concentration required at different speeds. Reaction was paramount for the few times 
I've foiled, or surfed skipping across wavetops. However, sailing an Interclub in drifting conditions can be 
mentally exhausting as you constantly balance the boat, eek out every puff and windshift all while thinking 
both strategy and tactics. Another saying is "Almost anyone can sail a boat in a ton of wind, but takes more 
skill to do so in light wind."  Not sure I completely agree, but understand where it is coming from. What is the 
fastest or slowest you have gone, and would you even want to go faster or slower, would it help you become 
a better sailor in other conditions as well?

Now lastly on to OLD vs. NEW… This past year I had two boats that I sailed many times and occasionally 
were sitting next to each other in the SBYC parking lot.  Every time I caught somebody looking at either, I 
needed to make sure that they saw the other one as well and then thought about charging them as if in a 
Museum as I told them about each. One is an O’Day Osprey, the predecessor to the O’Day Daysailor, and 
built in 1961 - which was the first few years of anyone building fiberglass sailboats. In contrast sitting next to 
the Osprey, is the Melges 15 - hull number 10, in the very first batch built just this year. Comparing and 
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contrasting one of the oldest 
fiberglass sailing dinghies with one 
of the newest is really fun. Both are 
fifteen feet and designed for about 
two people. One I can put an 
electric trolling motor on and take a 
friend or two and my dog with 
comfort on a light day, and after 
picking a general sailing direction, 
cleat off the main and jib and forget 
about them.  The Osprey is perfect 
to take out in light conditions, when 
your only goal is to relax on the 
water while looking cute. Whereas 
the M15 can sail fast in nearly any 
wind and sea condition, and you 
can raise and douse the gennaker, 
including the pole with the same 
single continuous line, all while 
surfing downwind even before 
there is enough wind to make 
white caps. This M15 design is 
also without many physical 
challenges since the boat is designed to be fast with comfortable 
ergonomics - all without the need for a sore butt or sore knees, no 
trapeze and thus no need for acrobatic sailors. But good luck finding a place for the beer while still having 
room for multiple friends, a dog and trolling motor. Ironically, despite having less room, the M15 is also much 
safer in moderate to heavier conditions due to its responsiveness allowing crew to keep it upright, as well as 
its ability to self drain quickly due to faster speeds.

One other quick example for the die-hard racers to appreciate in old vs. new is when comparing modern 
asymmetrical boats like the M15 to any other sailing dinghy with a traditional symmetrical chute. A Melges will 
dramatically change your tactics and strategy and even competitiveness. Since the M15's gennakers 
(asymmetrical spinnakers) need to sail hotter angles than traditional chutes that can sail deeper down wind, 
there are more passing lanes with every wind-shift on the M15. Fleets of modern boats may seem frustrating 
at first, unable to point more directly at a downwind mark, especially in lighter air. However, since everyone is 
in the same boat sailing hot and fast, lead changes will happen downwind much more frequently.  Boats that 
hit the shifts and stay in phase will really make out.  What this really means is less downwind “parades,” giving 
boats more opportunity to come from behind and keep mixing it up.

I’ve been fortunate and privileged to sail on a diverse number of boats. My immediate goal is to repair my 
Express 37 (in Sodus) and get her sailing again. As time permits, I always look forward to trying new and 
different boats. For cruising, I look forward to the adventure. For racing, my goals are always more than doing 
well, but also having fun and learning in a variety of boats and even conditions. What are your goals, and do 
they happen to include variety?

Melges 15 and O’Day Osprey
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How old were you and what years were you involved at 
RCC? 
We moved to Rochester when I was in 6th grade and my 
father Mark Weider was already a member, I believe.  In 
middle school I started sailing with my dad in sunfish 
regattas and eventually attended sailing camp and entered 
sunfish regattas as a junior sailor. 	
What boats did you race/sail at RCC? 
Primarily Sunfish. In later years after high school, I would 
crew for my dad as he got more and more into Thistles. I 
crewed when I was living in Rochester and in between 
college and times when I lived out of state. I’d meet him at 
Nationals and other big regattas as his crew.
Were you involved in RCC’s Learn to Sail program? As 
student or instructor?
If I can remember correctly, I believe I did a summer or two 
in the program and may have been a junior instructor or 
helper for one season. It was a little tricky, because at that point I had been racing with my dad or 
individually so I was at a different skill level than most of the other kids in the program who were 
just starting out learning to sail. 

Why did you leave RCC?
My family is still very active in the club. I now live in Massachusetts and when I visit we usually stop 
by the club for a visit. The club has been a part of my family for most of my life. I grew up racing 
and sailing there. I actually had my wedding at the club a few years back. It was great to bring 
friends and family from out of state to share in the history and beauty of the bay. I was just in town 
in August and due to the quarantine, there weren't many places to go, so my wife and I brought our 
two daughters down to the club 4 days in a row to sail and play on the beach. It was lovely.

What is your current career?
I am a School Counselor at an Agricultural high school in Northampton, Massachusetts 

The idea for this article originated with Aimee Fien who thought it would be of 
interest to catch up with many of RCC’s former junior sailors who have since moved 
on with their lives. I know you will enjoy their stories. I would like to thank each of 
them for taking the time to share their journey.  
- Lynda Bryant 

Where Are They Now?

~ Max Weider ~
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How did you prepare for your career?.
I attended both SUNY Buffalo and SUNY Purchase and earned a bachelors degree in Sociology. I 
attended UMass Amherst and earned my Masters in Education and a Certificate of Advanced 
Graduate Studies (CAGS) in school counseling. 

Give a brief update of where you are now:
• Where do you currently reside? Haydenville, Mass
• What are your interests outside of work? I am the Varsity Soccer Coach for my High School 

and I enjoy playing soccer (not during COVID) 
• If you are so inclined, could you share if you are married, have children?
      I am married and have two young daughters. 

Are you still sailing?  Are you racing? If so, where and what type of boat.
I went for a day sail with my family and dad over the summer, but the last time I competed was at the 
2016 Sunfish North Americans in Lewes Delaware. It was actually at the same club where I had last 
competed as a junior sailor more than 20 years earlier. I had finished in 3rd place as a junior then.  I 
finished mid-fleet this time and was sore for days afterwards.  Racing is a lot more work as you get 
older. 

Max Weider 

 ~ Katie Harmer ~

How old were you and what years were you involved at 
RCC? 
I started sailing at RCC when I was 8 years old and I continued 
through around age 18.
What boats did you race/sail at RCC? 
I sailed optimists and sunfish in the learn to sail program. I raced a 
JY15 with my mom, Barb Harmer and then a sunfish on my own. 
Were you involved in RCC’s Learn to Sail program? As 
student or instructor?
I was a student in the program starting at age 8. I was an instructor 
in the program for 3 or 4 years in high school. 
Why did you leave RCC? 
I stopped going to RCC when I left for college. 
What is your current career?
 I am a brand new doctor! I graduated from medical school in April and I am a first year medical 
resident in the U of R Family Medicine Residency Program.
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How did you prepare for your career? I graduated from Yale in 2015 with a BS in physics. I 
graduated from the U of R School of Medicine in 2020 with my MD degree. 
Give a brief update of where you are now:
• Where do you currently reside?

 I just bought a house in the North Winton Village neighborhood (in Rochester)!
• What are your interests outside of work?

 I spent my time on yoga, biking, gardening (veggies, flowers, and houseplants), backpacking, 
and hiking. I also thru-hiked the entire Long Trail in Vermont in 2016 and 300 miles of the 
Appalachian Trail in 2015. 

• If you are so inclined, could you share if you are married, have children?
      I am single and I don’t have kids 
Are you still sailing? Are you racing? If so, where and what type of boat?
Unfortunately, I am not. People in my family still sail at RCC, though! Todd Williams (my brother) and 
his family, John and Noah Fields (my uncle and cousin), and Barb Harmer (my mom) are still involved 
with RCC. I have wonderful memories of my years at RCC and I love visiting! My experiences there 
challenged me and gave me skills that have helped me in medicine (thinking quickly under pressure, 
spatial reasoning, coordination/manual dexterity, leadership, communication). I am grateful to the 
whole community and especially those who mentored me in the learn to sail program! Thank you, 
RCC!

Katie Harmer

~ Simon Stampe ~

How old were you and what years were you 
involved at RCC?
We were first introduced to RCC in 1996, I believe we 
became more involved in1997. I was 10 years old then.
What boats did you race/sail at RCC?
Mostly sunfish. We originally had a JY and I crewed 
with my dad for the first year or two, then became 
involved with sunfish mostly. I also occasionally sailed 
or crewed on thistles.
Were you involved in RCC’s Learn to Sail 
program? As student or instructor?
Both! I don’t remember the exact years but I think I was only a student one or two years 
but I was an instructor probably for four. 
Why did you leave RCC?
Work and school took me away from Rochester unfortunately. I have been trying to come 
down whenever I am back visiting with my parents.
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What is your current career?
I’m a family physician
How did you prepare for your career?
I graduated from University of Rochester with degrees in math and physics in 2008. I also
completed a master’s degree in math at University of North Carolina Wilmington in 2011.
I graduated from medical school at SUNY Upstate Medical University in 2016. I went to Denver, 
Colorado to complete my residency in family medicine from 2016-2019, and then to Seattle, 
Washington for a fellowship in obstetrics from 2019-2020.
Give a brief update of where you are now:
• Where do you currently reside?
      Louisville, Colorado
• What are your interests outside of work?
      We spend a lot of our free time hiking or skiing depending on the season.
• If you are so inclined, could you share if you are married, have children?
      I’m married. My wife Meg and I have a dog but no kids.
Are you still sailing? Are you racing? If so, where and what type of boat
I spent last year in Seattle and did some sailing on cruising boats on the Puget Sound. Since we 
moved back to Colorado this summer we haven’t started again but hope to have some way to sail 
next summer.

Simon Stampe

~ Sam Ingham ~

I grew up at the RCC, beginning with sailing camp when 
I was 8 (1997) to eventually sailing Thistles during 
Sunday racing. RCC was a huge part of my life until I left 
for college in 2007. 
What boats did you race/sail at RCC? 
 I started sailing Optis during summer camp. I would sail 
on my dad’s Thistle until I got my own when I was in high 
school. I also loved taking out the club JY-15 on occasion. 
Were you involved in RCC’s Learn to Sail program? As student or instructor?
Honestly, it’s been a long time so I can’t remember how many years I did the sailing camp,
but basically every summer I spent sailing full time since I was since I was 8.

How old were you and what years 
were you involved at RCC? 
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Why did you leave RCC?
I left for college in 2007 and work has brought me all over the country. 

What is your current career?	
I am a US Coast Guard helicopter pilot specializing in search-and-rescue and air-intercept defense. 

  I currently fly the MH-65D Dolphin out of Savannah, Georgia. 
How did you prepare for your career?
I went to the US Coast Guard Academy located in New London, CT. It is the Coast Guard’s 
equivalent to West Point or Annapolis. It’s a 4 year college with a 5 year service commitment at the 
end. I then spent 2 years at Navy Flight School out of Pensacola, FL to specialize in aviation. 
Give a brief update of where you are now:
• Where do you currently reside?	

Savannah, Georgia
• What are your interests outside of work?

This year has been mostly house projects. We just bought a house in Savannah, so we’re fixing 
it up. I spent the last 5 years in San Francisco where my hobbies were less COVID-related. I 
skied, mountain biked, kite boarded, and of course I still have my Thistle.

• If you are so inclined, could you share if you are married, have children?
   I met Tanya Cuprak in college and she is now my rockstar wife and forward crew on the Thistle. 

We also have a 3 year old Australian Shepherd.
Are you still sailing? Are you racing? If so, where and what type of boat?
I raced dinghies in college, but have definitely slowed down since then. After graduation I continued 
to kiteboard and race thistles, attending at most 3 to 4 regattas per year. I did a summer racing 

Melges 24’s and sailed some sunfish 
regattas when I could scrounge a boat. 
I also spent some time racing Nacra 
17’s, and have really grown to enjoy 
the catamaran distance racing circuit. 

Sam Ingham
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~ Korina Brewer ~

How old were you and what years were you involved at 
RCC? 
I started taking sailing lessons at RCC when I was 12, and 
continued on to race until I moved away for college when I was 
18. (2006-2012)
What boats did you race/sail at RCC?
I learned to sail sunfish at RCC and raced a few times with the 
sunfish fleet when I was in sailing camp. I went on to race at RYC 
in high school, and would come race thistles (mostly along with 
the Ingham family) at RCC during the summer and on weekends.
Were you involved in RCC’s Learn to Sail program? As 
student or instructor?
I was a student.
Why did you leave RCC?
I moved away to NYC to attend college.
What is your current career?
Currently I’m working as the first mate on the Schooner Stephen Taber out of Rockland Maine. It’s a 
115’ wooden traditional sailing vessel, we take up to 24 people on 3-6 day trips in Penobscot Bay. 
She was built in 1871 and next year will be her 150th continuous year in operation. She doesn’t have 
an inboard engine and instead has an external yawl boat that pushes her like a tugboat - this means 
we sail a lot including sailing on / off the anchor and into tight places. It is truly a great boat to learn 
ship handling on. She also carries two small wooden sailboats - one gaff rigged cat boat and one 
sprit rigged Whitehall, this offers lots of time while the ship is at anchor for messing about in small 
boats!
I’ve been working on large traditional rigged boats since I left RCC in 2012 and have been able to sail 
in NYC, on the Hudson River and on Lake Ontario before coming up here to Maine.
In the winters, I make bags out of old sails and sell them in my online shop, Eighth Belle. I get a lot of 
my sails from Dan Fien & Mike Ingham so some of them likely came from RCC! You can see my 
bags at eighthbelle.com.
How did you prepare for your career?
I studied Accessories Design at the Fashion Institute of Technology in NYC, this is where I learned 
the skills to sew my bags as well as traditional leather working. I also have a 100 ton Masters license 
which I received at the Riverport Wooden Boat School in Kingston, NY. 
Give a brief update of where you are now:
• Where do you currently reside?

Rockland Maine 

https://eighthbelle.com
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• What are your interests outside of work? 
Hiking, cycling, reading, sewing of course.

• If you are so inclined, could you share if you are married, have children?
Just engaged to my fiancé Kaz Buozys! We met working on a schooner in NYC and he is now 
working as a shipwright at Boothbay Harbor Shipyard rebuilding the schooner Ernestina 

Morrissey. 
Are you still sailing? Are you racing? If so, where and what 
type of boat?
Yep- for work and for fun! I don’t race much anymore, but 
Rockland has a fleet of small traditional handmade boats that 
knockabout every Friday. We also race the schooners a couple 
times a year. 

Korina Brewer

Schooner Stephen Taber 

~ Jessica Bradburn-Loucks ~

How old were you and what years were you involved at 
RCC? 
I was a third-generation RCC member, so I was involved from the 
time I was born until I moved from Rochester in 2009.  
What boats did you race/sail at RCC? 
I sailed Optis and Sunfish in the Learn to Sail program. I raced 
Thistles with my family.  
Were you involved in RCC’s Learn to Sail program? As 
student or instructor? 
I was a student in the Learn to Sail Program. I don’t remember 
exactly what year I started the Learn to Sail program but I still 
have several Learn to Sail t-shirts, including one from 1997.  
Why did you leave RCC? 
I left RCC because I relocated.  
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What is your current career? 
I am an attorney, practicing civil litigation. 
How did you prepare for your career?
I graduated from Bowling Green State University in 2008 with a B.A. in political science and a minor in 
marketing.  I graduated from Cleveland-Marshall College of Law in 2017 with a J.D. 
Give a brief update of where you are now:
• Where do you currently reside? 
      I currently live in Rocky River, Ohio, a suburb of Cleveland.  
• What are your interests outside of work?
     I enjoy travel, sailing, kayaking, and hiking. 
• If you are so inclined, could you share if you are married, have children? 
     I am married and have two little boys.  Blake (named after my grandmother, Jean Blake Bradburn, a            
long-time RCC member) is 3 years old.  Pierce is 18-months old.  
Are you still sailing? Are you racing? If so, where and what type of boat? 
After participating in the RCC Learn to Sail Program, I raced with the RYC high school sailing program, 
and then sailed for Bowling Green for two years while I attended college. After undergrad, I moved to 
Kansas City and coached sailing and sailed with the Kansas Sailing Association.  
I am currently a member of the Cleveland Yachting Club. The COVID-19 pandemic ruined most of the 
sailing and racing this year. I was looking forward to racing in the Thistle Nationals 75th Anniversary 
regatta, but it was postponed. I’m hopeful that I’ll be sailing and racing in 2021.  

Jessica Bradburn-Loucks

~ Leslie Howitt ~

How old were you and what years were you involved 
at RCC? 
I sailed at RCC during high school from ~2005 to 2008.
What boats did you race/sail at RCC? 
I sailed 420s for the HS team and frostbit (frostbited?) 
interclubs. 
Were you involved in RCC’s Learn to Sail program? 
As student or instructor?
No
Why did you leave RCC?
I moved away from Rochester for college - since then I’ve lived in Providence, RI, Plymouth, 
England, Monterey, CA, and Salt Lake City, UT
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What is your current career?
I’m the data and research analyst for the Utah Indigent Defense Commission. We work to make 
sure people who have been charged with crimes and who can’t afford attorneys are able to access 
their constitutional right to an effective defense attorney. Essentially, we work to improve public 
defense and reform the criminal justice system across the state of Utah. I started in January 2020. 
Before that I spent 7 years as a marine biologist - including a stint working at the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium. So it’s been quite a career shift!
How did you prepare for your career?
I did my undergrad at Brown University in Providence, RI. I majored in Ecology and Evolution 
Biology, and I graduated in 2012. I then went on to get a Master in Research in Marine Biology 
from Plymouth University in Plymouth, England. I graduated in 2013. 
Give a brief update of where you are now:
• Where do you currently reside?
      Salt Lake City, UT
• What are your interests outside of work?

Hiking, nordic skiing, mountain biking, ultimate frisbee, rock climbing, reading, boardgames, 
traveling.

Are you still sailing? Are you racing? If so, where and what type of boat?
I raced a Santana 22 and a Shields a few times with a friend in Monterey, CA, but that’s it.

Leslie Howitt

A tennis court at RCC? 

Yep, in the parking lot…view is facing north.

Provided by Mark Weider

A bit of history…….
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From the Editor ~

Thank you to those who contributed articles for this edition. 
All of us at RCC appreciate your time and effort in making The Jib Sheet engaging and fun to 
read! 

The next publication will be in April. Keep the articles coming! 
Submissions are due by April 1, 2021. 

Lynda Bryant


